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number of pages of his opinion on the subject of registra-
tion and suffrage, under what is known as the military
bill for governing the Rebel States. It is very elaborate
and has been carefully prepared. He promises the re-
mainder at the next Cabinet-meeting on Friday. He will
give much more extended suffrage to the whites than was
intended by the Radical concocters of the law. Stanton
was somewhat annoyed by it, and I was satisfied from his
remarks that his intimacy with that bill has been early
and thorough. I have little doubt that he was consulted,
if he did not advise, perhaps originate, the measure.

May 15, Wednesday. Returning from the Department
this P.M., I met Seward, who was going with his sons to
call on me. I got into his carriage and rode with him, as
he had a matter to communicate. Some New-Yorker has
informed him of an uninhabited island, called Snake
Island,1 near St. Thomas, which has a capacious and ex-
cellent harbor. His informant occupied the island prior
to the War and was engaged in making sugar-hogsheads.
The island, he says, is low and well timbered. I asked why,
if it had such excellent harbor, it had remained unoccupied.
Seward could not inform me, nor what nation claimed it,
but he supposed the Spaniards. I apprehend there must
be a want of water. Seward promises to send me the
papers.

I advised, if the facts were as stated, that his New York
friend should resume possession and that we would defend
him in his rights. If Spain should claim jurisdiction, we
must adjust the matter with her, I told him I much pre-
ferred this to buying St. Thomas.

May 16, Thursday. Was at the President's on a little
matter of business when the Metropolitan police came
for review. Randall and myself supported the President.

1 The island of Culebra (Spanish for "snake") is between St. Thomas
and Puerto Rico and belongs to the latter.